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''THE MODERN DAY MORALITY PLAY;' Address by Arend D. Lubbers on March 12, 1970, 
for Allen Park Council of Churches, Allen Park, 
-1- Michigar. 
I GUESS THAT IF I WERE TO SUCCINCTLY STATE MY MESSAGE TODAY, IT WOULD 
BE: "DELIVER US FROM FURTHER PROGRESS." THIS PHRASE IS A CONSCIOUS 
IMITATION OF THE TITLE OF A LITTLE KNOWN PHILOSOPHICAL WORK BY SWEDISH 
WRITER KARL TJERLOV-KNUDSEN. PROFESSOR TJERLOV-KNUDSEN CLAIMED THAT 
THE WESTERN WORLD IS DRIFTING AWAY FROM MORAL AND SPIRITUAL COMMITMENTS, 
AND THAT THIS DRIFT IS HAVING DILATORY EFFECTS UPON THE FUTURE OF 
WESTERN MAN. I WAS FASCINATED TO FIND IN THE BOOK'S INTRODUCTION 
THE BRUTALLY FRANK COMMENT THAT "I AM WRITING BECAUSE I MUST SAY 
SOMETHING, BUT I KNOW THAT THE WORLD WILL LITTLE NOTE MY WORDS." 
I TURNED BACK TO THE COVER OF THE BOOK, AND FOUND THAT IT HAD BEEN 
WRITTEN IN 1962. AT THE TIME WHEN I REMOVED IT FROM THE BUSY LIBRARY 
WHERE IS WAS HOUSED, IT WAS 1967, AND I WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO HAVE 
USED THE BOOK. 
I WANT TO START TODAY FROM THE THEME IN THIS REMARKABLY PERCEPTIVE 
LITTLE TRACT, FOR I THINK WE ARE DRIFTING AWAY FROM VALUE COMMITMENTS 
IN AMERICAN SOCIETY, AND, AS PROFESSOR TJERLOV-KNUDSEN INDICATED, 
AND THE OBSCURITY OF HIS BOOK VERIFIED, THERE SEEM TO BE VERY FEW 
PEOPLE WHO ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS TREND IN HISTORY. AMERICANS 
! 
HAVE MADE THE MISTAKE OF ASSIGNING TRUTH TO THE ABILITY OF THE 

INTELLECT TO MANIPULATE MATERIAL SURROUNDINGS, AND PUT THEM TO 

PRACTICAL USE. MAN'S FASCINATION WITH THE POWER OVER NATURE YIELDED 

TO HIM BY HIS SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS HAS LED TO SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES 

IN RECENT GENERATIONS WHICH HAVE BECOME SO RAPID THAT WE ARE ALMOST 
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ENTIRELY AWED BY THEIR PROPORTIONS. THE EVENTUAL RESULT OF THESE 
TREMENDOUS SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES, AND THE ACCOMPANYING TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROGRESS, WAS VERY SIMPLY THAT MAN HAS FOUND HIMSELF TODAY, INCAPABLE 
OF UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD THAT SURROUNDS HIM. THE GADGETRY AND 
MACHINERY THAT COMPRISES THE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH WE LIVE BECOME 
OBSOLESCEN=AND IS REPLACED FAR MORE QUICKLY THAN WE CAN REACT AND 
ADAPT TO THE NEW CIRCUMSTANCES. BECAUSE MAN HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FORM 
VALUE AND MORAL THEORIES TO ENCOMPASS HIS NEW TECHNOLOGICAL WORLD, 
HE HAS BEEN UNABLE, NOT ONLY TO UNDERSTAND HIS SITUATION, BUT MORE 
IMPORTANTLY THAN THAT, HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO CONTROL OR GUIDE IT. 
OUR SOCIETY TODAY IS WHAT ONLY CAN BE CALLED AV HISTORICAL DRIFT. 
AS WE FACE AN AGE IN WHICH WE HAVE LOST CONTROL OF OUR ENVIRONMENT, 
IT WOULD ALMOST SEEM THAT MAN WOULD RISE UP IN ANGER AGAINST THE 
DOMINATION OF HIS SURROUNDINGS BY MATERIALISM AND EXPEDIENCY. YET 
IN THE FACE OF THE TECHNOLOGICAL AGE IN WHICH WE LIVE, THERE HAS 
BEEN A QUEER SILENCE OF PHILOSOPHICAL AND SPIRITUAL ALTERNATIVES. 
MAN SEEMS ALMOST AS WILLING TO ACCEPT HIS OWN DEMISE AS A SPRIRTUAL 
,BEING IN AMER!CA AS HE WAS WILLING TO WATCH NATURE FALL TO HIS TECHNOLO­
GICAL CONQUEST. HIS SOUL IS BECOMING AS POLLUTED TODAY AS HIS 
ENVIRONMENT. 
ITS NOT THAT THE CHRISTIAN VALUES WHICH FORM THE BASIS OF THE AMERICAN 
WAY OF LIFE HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY FORGOTTON, WE STILL HAVE PEOPLE WHO 
ARE CONCERNED ENOUGH TO TALK ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF AMERICAN LIFE. 
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BUT WHERE IS THE REAL CONCERN WITH SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL QUESTIONS 
IN A NATION THAT IS ALMOST FANATICALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH MATERIAL 
ACTIVITIES? THE FAMOUS PHILOSOPHER ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD HAS 
WRITTEN: "ALL THOUGHT CONCERNED WITH SOCIAL ORGANIZATION EXPRESSES 
ITSELF IN TERMS OF MATERIAL THINGS AND OF CAPITAL. ULTIMATE VALUES 
ARE EXCLUDED. THEY ARE POLITELY BOWED TO AND THEN HANDED OVER 
TO THE CLERGY TO BE KEPT FOR SUNDAYS." 
OUR LOVE FOR MATERIAL THINGS IS BECOMING A KIND OF IDOLAT#RY, IN 
THE TRUE BIBLICAL SENSE OF THE WORD. PHILOSOPHER GABRIEL MARCEL 
WRITES: "I OUGHT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THERE IS NO POINT IN THINKING 
OF TECHNICAL PROGRESS AS BEING IN ITSELF AN EXPRESSION OF SIN. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS CLEAR THAT TECHNICAL PROGRESS IS INCREASINGLY 
TEMPTING MAN TO CLAIM FOR HIS ACHIEVEMENTS AT THIS LEVEL AN INTRINSIC 
VALUE THAT CANNOT REALLY BELONG TO THEM. QUITE SIMPLY, WE CAN SAY 
THAT THERE IS GREAT DANGER OF TECHNICAL PROGRESS MAKING MEN INTO 
IDOLATORS." THE AMERICAN SOCIETY IS INCREASINGLY HELD TOGETHER BY 
A NATIONWIDE CONCERN WITH SOCIAL ECONOMIC STATUS AND MAKING A LIVING. 
IT IS DECREASfNGLY HELD TOGETHER BY A COMMON COMMITMENT TO THE VALUES, 
BELIEFS AND GOALS OF OUR JUDEO-CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. IT HAS BEEN THE 
PHENOMENON OF THE LATE 1960'8 THAT IT HAS BEEN OUR YOUTH WHO HAVE 
FINALLY DECRIED THE MORAL AND ETHICAL VACUUM IN OUR SOCIETY. WE 
IN THE MEANTIME HAVE BEEN WATCHING TOO MUCH THE LONG HAIR AND BEARDS, 
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AND LISTENING TOO CLOSELY TO THE BARBAROUS LANGUAGE. WE HAVE NOT 
THOUGHT CAREFULLY ENOUGH OF WHAT LIES BEHIND THESE TORTURED YOUNG 
MEN AND WOMEN. I FIND IT PERSONALLY VERY DISCONCERTING TO PREACH 
TO YOUNGSTERS ABOUT MORAL DECAY WHEN I, AND MY GENERATION, ARE UNDER 
INDICMENT FOR THE SAME CHARGE. IF YOU WOULD DOUBT THAT THERE IS 
SOME VALIDITY BEHIND OUR YOUNGSTERS' CONTEMPT FOR SOCIETY, LET ME 
DRAG OUT A LITTLE OF AMERICA'S DIRTY LINEN IN THE FORM OF POPULAR 
SLOGANS AND IDIOMS. 
WE INSTILL OUR CHILDREN WITH IDEAS OF EQUALITY. THE GOOD OLD 
AMERICAN SLOGAN IS "EVERY MAN'S AS GOOD AS THE NEXT, " AND YET WE 
KNOW THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT ACHIEVE "THE AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY" 
HAVE A DIFFICULT TIME BEING AS GOOD AS THE NEXT MAN. THOSE WHO DO 
NOT GO "FROM RAGS TO RICHES" ARE OFTEN DESPISED AS HAVING SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH THEM. WHILE HE IS TOLD ABOUT DEMOCRACY IN GOVERNMENT 
CLASS, A STUDENT SOON FINDS THAT IT IS A VERY BAD IDEA TO QUESTION 
THE WAY THE PRINCIPAL RUNS THE SCHOOL. AND SO WE GET THE CONVERSE 
VERSIONS OF THE "'I'HIS IS A DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY" SLOGAN AS SHOWN IN 
THE EQUALLY GOOD OLD AMERICAN SLOGANS, "KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN, AND 
YOUR MOUTH SHUT" OR "YOU'LL GET MORE FLIES WITH HONEY, THAN YOU 
WILL WITH VINEGAR." 
WE TELL OUR CHILDREN THAT THIS IS A COUNTRY WITH "FREE SPEECH," 

WHERE A PERSON IS ABLE TO SAY WITHOUT FEAR HOW HE FEELS ABOUT POLITICAL 

, 
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SOCIAL, AND MORAL MATTERS. AND SO THE FIRST TIME THAT ONE OF OUR 
YOUNGSTERS EXPLAINS HIS OPPOSITION TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM, HE IS 
ACCUSED OF "NOT SUPPORTING THE BOYS ON THE FIGHTING FRONT," OR "AIDING 
AND ABETTING THE COMMUNIST CAUSE." WE TELL OUR YOUNGSTERS THAT THEY, 
THE PEOPLE, ARE THE NATION'S RULERS. AT THE SAME TIME, WHEN THEY 
QUESTION FOREIGN POLICY MATTERS, THEY ARE TOLD THAT "THEY DO NOT 
KNOW AS MUCH AS OUR LEADERS," AND "TO FOLLOW THE ADVICE OF THE EXPERTS." 
WE TELL OUR YOUNGSTERS THAT IN ORDER TO BE GOOD CITIZENS THEY MUST 
BE INFORMED CITIZENS, AND THEN THEY ARE TOLD THAT INFORMATION IS 
"BEING WITHHELD IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST."/ AMERICANS PRAISE THEM­
SELVES FOR "GIVING THE OTHER GUY A FAIR SHAKE," AND "BEING HONEST," 
BUT YOUNGSTERS RAPIDLY FIND OUT THAT ORGANIZED CRIME SYNDICATISM 
MAKE MORE THAN LARGE CAR COMPANIES. THEY DISCOVER THAT IF YOU DON'T 
PLAY THE ECONOMIC GAME, THAT YOU ARE SUDDENLY SUBJECT TO THE OTHER 
SIDE OF AMERICA'S DOUBLE STANDARD PHRASEOLOGY, AND ARE ADMONISHED 
THAT "HE'S TOO HONEST" OR "A FOOL AND HIS MONEY ARE SOON PARTED." 
AMERICANS EXTOL THE VIRTUES OF "THE PLAIN FOL:f(S." YET OUR YOUNGSTERS 
SOON REALIZE THAT THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO SHOW RESPECT AND ADMIRATION 
FOR THE GUY WHO "MADE A SUCCESS OF HIMSELF. ;}HEN I THINK ABOUT THIS 
DOUBLE STANDARD IN THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, THE GREAT GAP BETWEEN 
WHAT WE PREACH AND WHAT WE PRACTICE AS ADULTS, I HAVE GREAT EMPATHY 
WITH THE YOUTH REBELLION. BUT TODAY WE SEE AN EVEN MORE PI'I'tFUL 
COMMENTARY ON OUR TIMES: B'S!l" en :I OUR YOUNGER GENERATIONS PROTEST I 
SO WELL FOUNDED IN THE BASIS OF ITS CRITICISM, HAS ITSELF DEGENERATED 
INTO A WANDERING, AIMLESS, GOALLESS, SYSTEM OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR. 
• 
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THE PROTEST HAS YIELDED NO PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. THE ANSWER TO 
THE MATERIALIST AND BUREAUCRAT IS CERTAINLY NOT THE FREAKED-OUT 
DRUG USER. THE ANSWER TO A MILITARISTIC FOREIGN POLICY IS CERTAINLY 
NOT BROKEN WINDOWS, BOMBED OUT POLICE STATIONS, AND VILE LANGUAGE. 
THE PROTEST THAT WE NEEDED AGAINST AN INCREASINGLY VALUELESS SOCIETY 
HAS IN ITSELF BECOME VALUELESS. AND SO AS WE APPROACH THE 1970'8 
WE ARE IN A HISTORICAL IMPASSE. WE LIVE.IN A VACUUM OF SOCIAL, 
POLITICAL, AND RELIGIOUS BELIEF. AMERICA IS BECOMING A NATION WITH 
A VERY CONFUSED IDENTITY./so WHERE DO WE GO NOW IN OUR POLARIZED 
NATION? SURELY WE DO NOT WANT TO REMAIN ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE 
FENCE FROM THE YOUNG, NOR DO I THINK THEY REALLY WANT TO CONTINUE 
THE GENERATION GAP ANY MORE THAN WE DO. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT BOTH 
THE OLD AND THE YOUNG ARE UNDER INDICTMENT FOR THE SAME CHARGE: THE 
FAILURE TO CARRY OUT ACTION WHICH IS COMMENSURATE WITH THEIR GOALS, 
VALUES, AND IDEALS. PERHAPS IF WE ADMIT THAT WE HAVE A COMMON PROBLEM, 
THE YOUNG AND OLD CAN FIND A COMMON SOLUTION. BUT THIS SOLUTION 
IS GOING TO TAKE HUMAN ENERGY, HUMAN TIME, HUMAN RESOURCES, AND 
HUMAN MONEY.,IRST, THE SOONER WE REALIZE THAT THERE ARE NO TECHNICAL 
SOLUTIONS TO•HUMAN PROBLEMS, THE BETTER OFF WE WILL ALL BE AS HUMAN 
BEINGS, AND THE CLOSER WILL BE OUR TIES WITH OUR GROWING YOUNGSTERS. 
THE MONEY WE ARE POURING INTO THE GHETTOS CAN'T IN ITSELF ELIMINATE 
HUMAN MISERY AND POVERTY. HOW SURPRISED WE HAVE BEEN IN THE LAST 
GENERATION WHEN WE BUILT SPLENDID NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
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G HETTO, ONLY TO SEE THESE IN TURN BECOME GHETTOS IN THE NEXT FIVE 
YEARS. WITHOUT A CHANGE IN THE ATTITUDES AND FEELINGS, AND WILLING­
NESS TO CONTRIBUTE BY PEOPLE WHO ARE IN POSITIONS TO DO SO ALL ACROSS 
AMERICA, WE ARE NOT GOING TO SOLVE ANY OF OUR PROBLEMS OF EQUALITY. 
WE ARE NOT DEVOID OF PROGRESS. THERE ARE THOSE OF US, MOSTLY OUR 
YOUNGSTERS, WHO ARE SACRIFICING THEIR OWN MATERIAL WELL-BEING TO HELP 
THOSE LESS FORTUNATE BY BIRTH AND EDUCATION. I KNOW OF YOUNG MEN 
AND WOMEN LIVING AND TEACHING IN THE GHETTO SO THAT THEY MIGHT, EVEN 
IN SOME SMALL INSIGNIFICANT WAY, BEGIN TO SPAN THE GAP BETWEEN THE 
RICH AND THE POOR, THE EDUCATED AND THE UNEDUCATED. BUT WE ARE NOT 
DOING ENOUGH, AND THE EXAMPLES OF WHICH I CITE ARE FAR TOO FEW. 
SECONDLY, IN OUR CORPORATE AND ORGANIZATIONAL LIFE, WE MUST BEGIN 
TO DEMAND THE DEMOCRATIC AND HUMANITARIAN GOALS WHICH WE ENDORSE 
AS CONSTITUTIONAL PEROGATIVES IN THIS NATION. THE FACT THAT A MAN 
WORKS FOR A LARGE CORPORATION SHOULD MAKE HIM NO MORE SUBJECT TO THE 
TYRANNY OF THAT CORPORATION THAN IT SHOULD TO THE LARGER ORGANIZATION 
OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. AS WILLIAM WHITE PUT IT IN HIS NOW FAMOUS 
BOOK "THE ORG{\NIZATIONAL MAN," IT IS NOT ORGANIZATION ITSELF THAT IS 
CAUSE OF FRUSTRATION AND ALIENATION, THE PROBLEM IS THE UNWILLINGNESS 
OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION TO PRESERVE THEIR DIGNITY, 
THEIR RESPECTABILITY, AND THEIR COURAGE, IN THE FACE OF WHAT SOMETIMES 
SEEM TO BE OVERWHELMING AND ANONYMOUS FORCES. I HAVE A FRIEND WHO 
RECENTLY SENT ME A COPY OF A PLAN BEING FOLLOWED IN THE CORPORATION 
OF WHICH HE IS PRESIDENT. IN.THIS FIRM, THE MOST DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES 
t )' '"
ARE ENCOURAGED IN EVERYTHING FROM ,. PROFIT ALLOCATION,TO :INNOVATIVE 
..,. 
TECHNIQUES. HE REPORTS ASTOUNDING SUCCESS. INITIATIVE AND INDIVIDUALITY 

• 
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ARE INCREASING, AS ARE THE PROFITS OF HIS BUSINESS. AND YET THIS 
EXAMPLE IS FAR TOO RARE ON THE AMERICAN SCENE,THIRDLY, WE NEED A 
REVITALIZED INTEREST IN OUR COMMUNITIES. IT IS THE COMMUNITY THAT 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE CORE OF AMERICAN ' S  DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH. OVER 
A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, ALEXI.S DE TOQUEVILLE, A FAMOUS FRENCH PHILOSOPHER, 
VISITED AMERICA ,AND WROTE A BOOK CALLED "DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA." 
IN THIS BOOK DE TOQUEVILLE STATED THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE GROWING 
AND THRIVING AMERICA WAS THE INITIATIVE OF THE MANY COMMUNITIES OF 
WHICH IT WAS COMPRISED. WE NEED INTEREST IN THE COMMUNITY FOR 
INTEGRATING OUR SCHOOLS, FOR SOLVING OUR PROBLEMS OF POLLUTION, FOR 
MAKING PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION CENTERS/FOURTH, AND FINALLY, 
AND I BELIEVE MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE NEED EDUCATION. EDUCATION IS GOING 
TO HAVE TO BE AN ALMOST PREDOMINENT ASPECT OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF 
LIFE IN THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS. AMERICANS MUST BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND 
THE AGE IN WHICH THEY LIVE, AND GUIDE IT AND CONTROL IT FOR HUMAN 
PURPOSES. THIS COMPREHENSION CAN ONLY COME THROUGH LEARNING, LEARNING 
FROM THE FIRST YEARS OF A YOUNGSTER'S LIFE, UNTIL THE DAY WHEN HE 
PASSES FROM OUR SOCIETY. ONE OF OUR MOST TRYING PROBLEMS IN CURRENT 
AMERICA IS NOT EVEN SO MUCH THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG, IT IS THE 
RE-EDUCATION OF THE MIDDLE AGED AND THE ELDERLY. EDUCATION IS THE 
KEY TO GIVING THE POOR JOBS; EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO A BROADER PROS­
PECTIVE ON RACE RELATIONS; EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO BEING ABLE TO 
COMPREHEND AND THRIVE IN A CORPORATE ORGANIZATION; EDUCATION IS THE 
KEY TO BEING A DEMANDING AND INTELLIGENT CITIZEN IN VOTING AND PARTI­
CIPATING ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS; EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO SEEING, UNDER­
. .,.. 
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STANDING, AND FOLLOWING THE PROBLEMS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; RALP.H 
• 
BARTON PERRY, A WELL-KNOWN LITERARY CRITIC, HAS WRITTEN OF EDUCATION 
AND SOCIETY: "THE EXTENT TO WHICH A MAN IS FREE DEPENDS IN THE FIRST 
PLACE UPON HIS EXTENT TO WHICH HE IS AWARE OF THE POSSIBILITIES. WE 
MUS T ENLARGE THE SPAN OF MAN'S CONSCIOUSNESS BY ACQUAINTING HIM BOTH 
WITH THE WORLD AND WITH THE BEST THAT HAS BEEN KNOWN AND THOUGHT IN 
THE WORLD. THE FREE MAN MUST ENJOY POSSESSION OF HIS NATURAL, INTELLECT­
UAL, AND MORAL INHERITANCE." 
